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AANL RITSERTHAL

DATAWORLD
Desuts A 486
SYSTEM

Dataworld, a direct marketer
of personal computers head-
guartered in Pico Rivera,
California (B00-736-3282),
has entered the R0486 fray
with its new Data 486-25,
available in both deskiop
and tower conhgurations,

The Data 486-25 (55,720
is powered by Intel's 250 He
486 processor, and uses the
Industry Standard Architec-
ture (I5A) bus.

Dataworld's new desktop
model has five half-height
storage bavs and a 200-watl
power supply, while the
tower model (which sells for
8210 more) has six half-
height bays and a 230-watt
power supply, making it
slightly more suitable for
use as a network Gle server.

Dataworld includes [ree
third-party on-site service
from TRW and toll-free tech-
nical support.

The Data 48625 also
comes with a one year war-
ranty on parts and labor and a
full 30-day money-back guar
antee, —Fatrick Honan

“A new customer
is coming to
this marketplace,
one that is
looking for
service, support,
and technology in
addition to low
prices.”

—GRAKAM BEACHUM,
Vice President of Marketing,
Tandon Corp.

FORUM

" IBM AND MICROSOFT: ON THE ROCKS?

The long, often turbulent marriage of mutual interest between hardware giant 1BM and software fitan
Microsoft has apparently taken a turn for the worse.

Frustrated with the slow acceptance of 08/2, caused in large part by the success of Microsoft Win-
dows 3.0, IBM has decided to take control of the future of the jointly created industrial strength oper-
ating system.

Microsoft Corporation, meanwhile, is forging ahead with plans to enhance its increasingly popular
Windows envirenment for DOS.

“It's not a divorce, but it's a postnuptial agreement,” says Esther Dyson, the editor and publisher
of Release 1.0, a widely circulated industry newsletter. “It's clearly a sign that we're going to have
several different versions of DOS and 05/2 out there, and that's very unfortunate. The net effect is
confusion.”

At the heart of the discord are differing priorities. IBM wants 05/2 to become a Success sooner
rather than later so it can push ahead with plans to position corporate mainframes—its bread and
hutter—as the hubs of enterprise-wide networks. The acceptance of 05/2 is also likely to spur sales
of high-end PCs anil network servers.

Microsoft, on the other hand, s content to first allow Windows to run its profitable course, even
if that course takes five years or more. When [or if] the market is ready to move, Microsoft is prepared
to push 05672 as well.

s not the first time IBM and Microsoft have clashed over 05/2 and Windows. In the fall of 1589,
the two quelled rumors of a deep rift by publicly agreeing to place a higher priority on 05/2 devel-
opment than on that of Windows. But Windows 3.0 became an immediate hit, and software developers
began shifting their resources to Windows applications and deferring work on 05/2 projects.

The prospect of IBM and Microsoft pursuing separate agendas has many managers and users wor-
ried, but not necessarily pessimistic,

“The market has a way of working these things out,” notes Cheryl Currid, director of applied infor-
mation technology at Coca-Cola Foods in Houston, which now uses Windows and plans to use 05/2
in the future. “Still, I'd much rather be spending my time looking at new applications that can help
us, rather than worrying about what's undemeath them,"” —Christopher 0'Malley
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HoLiDAY ALERT: THE

omputer games are becoming
maore sophisticated, offering a
Blend of music and graphics with
thoughtiul plots and detailed sim-
ulation added for good measure,

The games are more challeng-
ing—in some your build vour own city
or financial empire. Even the packag-
ing is slicker, with poodies such as
choth thaps, cassette tapes, and paper:
back hoolks included to add to the
experience of lying jels or searching
for treasure.

PC Sowrees selected a passel of
games that are cerlain o keep you
coming back for more. That's not to
say that games not on this list are nec-
essarily bad. In fact, winnowing the
vear's 1) games 1o a managceable
anel informative list was no easy task,

All of these games share certain char-
acteristics: easy to learn bul difficult to
master, an ability to monopolize your
interest immediately, multiple or acceler-
ating difficulty levels, a strain on the brain
more than on the reflexes, and sheer
addictive fun. In alphabetical order, and
with retail price and publisher in paren-
theses, they are:

Avengrer (560, Spectrum Holobwte): You
pilot the LLS Air Foree's 410 Thimderbolt
ground-attack aircraft in this three<dimen-
sional fight and fght simulator, [ts prima-
ry mission: destroy tanks with its modern
version of a Gatling pun (nicknamed the

Tha L e E e T ]
L alsaits you outsies :
tha qace: Monhow e
aach abint, than deatr
our swerds. Vo
wam gty nie Se e
that ng 4% a manesy of
i Ll kg

Sword of the Samurai

o112 K e 3 i According to Computer Intelligence, the top 10 applications software packages accounted for 71 percent of all pack-
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Avenger), This game can be linked to Fak
con 3.0 as part of Spectrum Holobyte's
electronic battlefield, in which you can Oy
with another plaver via madem, One of the
vear's 10 hest games,

Light Speed

Centurion; Defender of Rome (549,95,
Electronic Arts): A strategy war game (o
buy, to see, to conguer. As a Julins Caesar
wanna-be, finance your legions, march
across the known world, meset new harbar-
ians. Although the arcade chariol races
and gladiator fights are
uninspiring, the legion
versus barbarian lact-
cal battles offer excep-
tional excitement, One
of the vear's 10 best
Eames,

Covert Action (360,
MicroProse): You are a
CIA operative in an
“Eapionage sim-

ﬁ ulator” Tap phone lines, hack com-

puter systems, and perform other
high-tech surveillance tasks. New
for the holidays,

Cveles (53995, Accolade): The
game puls you astride a vadety of
motoreycles on the world profes-
sional racing circuit, One of the
year's 10 best mames,

Deireee Where in the World fs Car-
men San Diego? (380, Broder
bune): This is the same educational
geography game as the regular ver-

sion, but adds digitized location photos
fronn Natioral Geagraphie, digitized voices,
global maps, and 30 animations, New for
the holidays.

Faees (539,95, Spectrum Holobwte): The
third arcade brainleaser from Soviet
designer Alexey Pajitnov (See Welltris
below) is every hit as good as the first
two, This time, you're matching parts
af faces frem histerical fgires such as
Napoleon, Einstein, Genghis Khan,
Linweeeln, and Mozart, Chins, lips, noses,
eves, and foreheads drop from the top
of the screen two at a time, One of the
year's W) best games,

Faleon 3.8 (370, Spectrum
Holohyte): An upgrade of the existing
F-16 Might simulator. [ features new
three-dimensional terrain, improved

Might charaeteristics, new missions, 1 cany
paign game, and @ modem tiedin to
Avenger. New for the holidays,

Flight af the Intrader (560, Spectrum
Helobyte): The computer game tie-n with
the movie and book aboul air combat oper-
ations during the Yiet-
i War, You fly an F<4
Phantom Gehter or A6
Intruder attack plane.
Mew for the holidays,

Calleans af Glory
(345, Broderbund); The
game puls you in
explorer  Ferdinand
Magellan's hoots as
you circummnavigade the
globe. You'll steer the ship, manage sup-
plies, and try o quell muting and avoid the
real Magellan's fate; death in the Pacific,
New for the holidays.

Hevoes of the 3570 (350, Electronic
Aresi: You're in the coclpit of a P51 fighter
during World War I1, The emphasis is less
on fight simulation and move on Fstpaced
aerial combat, New for the holidays.

Knigits af the Sky (560, MicroProse):
You choose among British, French, and
LL5. planes for three-dimensional aerial
combal during World War . New for the

_



Light Speed {360,
MicroProse): A role
plaving space opera
with three-dimensional
slarship combal In
your quest for a new
horme for the human
race, you'll travel 1o new
worlds, meet aliens, and
kill them. 5o much for
intergalactc harmony,
Mew for the holidays,

Magic Canele I {360,
Medallisth: This game
puts vou in a fantasy
guest 1o save the world
from black mapic. New
for the holidays,

Fipe Dreams (524595,
LueasFilm): & quirky
arcacde game for phamb-
i fanatics, Arrange vartous sections of
pipe o funnel liguid oul of a dreain. The
longzer the pipe (and the more devious the
route), the more points you get, New for
the holidays.

4 (314,95, Taiteh: An arcade rame in
which you block off sections of the screen.
The more vou block off, the greater vour
seone, and there's a nummum amount you
el efore advancing w the nest screen.
Che of the vear's 10 best games.

Railroed Deoor (55495, MicroProse):
In this game of railroad building, vou lay
track, hulld stations, haul cargoes, and
fend off rivals in the L5 or Eumope as you
create the little railvoad company that
cottld, You'll gpend hours manipalating
sehedules and loads, jugeling finimees,
and rearranging track confipurations as
youl by to outwit historical railread barons
sich as Cornelivg Vanderbill and 1.1 Mor-
g, One of the vear's 10 best mmes,

Shace 1889 (550, Medallist): Explore
Mars, Venus, and the moon in Vieloran-
ape spaceships (complete with sails and
canmon) i arder o crack an earth-shatter-
ing puzzle founed in an Epvptian tomb.
Mew [or the holidays.

L

Their Finest Hour: The Battle of Britain

Spell Casting 101:
Soreerers Gt The Girls
tLegend): A bawdy
tongue-in-cheek fanta-
sy quest to rebuild the
sorcerer's University,
New for the holidays.

Storstarnik (350, Flec-
frenic Arts): This game
places you in the cock-
pit of the USSR
newest ground-attack
aireraft, the Sukhod SU-
25 Storrmovile, Your mis
sion in this three
dimensional {light
simulator 15 (o mike
the world safe for the
Pesce Dividend by
destroving 1LS. and
Sonvaet aircrafl and wehi
cles manned by armed terrorists, New for
the haolickays.

Stieatt Dvtver (550, Spectrum Holobyte):
You're stapped behind the steering wheel
of a Corvette as vou race the clock
to complete the stunt course. This
thresclimensional driving simuls-
tor whips you through hair-pin
trns, over jumps, around loops,
and dowm straigrhtaways, New for
the holidays.

Stunfs (Price not available,
Broderbund): A three-dimensional
driving simulation with jumps,
loops, and corkscrew turns, You
plck one of 11 cars, such as a Fer
rari or Lamborghini, and one of
fivee conrses. 1 alse includes a
build-your-owi-course systen,
Mew for the holidays,

Swwrd af the Samural (554,95, Micro-
Frose): Arcade sword fights mix with
strategy and factics as vou batlle assas-
aing, crush peasant revolts, and command
armies. M vour honar is true, your sword
awift, and vour leadership sure, vou will
grasp the title of Shogun, One of the year's
10 best rames,

Faces

ages bought hy companies with more than 500 employees from July 1989 to June 19490,

S

YEAR’S BEST GAMES

Their Finest Howr: The Baitle of Britain
(359:95, LucasFilm); You're in the coclopit
of & Spitfire, Stuka, Messerschmitt 109, or
other airplane that flew in the World War
I Battle of Britain. 1t's less a flight simula-
tiom than a fight simulation. 10 also chal-
lenging fun tostck on the tail of a wildly
twisling Aghter, walch vour tracers walk
up the fuselage and rip pieces rom the
plane, and see the smole that signifies the
end of a dogfight stream from the spin-
ning wreck. One of the year's 10 best
RIS,

Ultima I (56895, Origin Svstems)!
You'll have so much Lo explore, you miay
never need another fantasy-quest game
amin, Graphics excellence, a wide-open
warld, and a mullitude of magical, metal,
and mundane ohjects to manipulate make
this Ultima the ultimate (so far) antasy
adveniure challenge. One of the year's 10
bt rames.

Welltris (334.05, Spectrum Holobyte):
The sequel to the wildly addictive Tetris,
from Soviel designer Alexey Pajitnoy, In

this arcade classic, vou rotate irregularly
shapedd blocks down the sides afa well to
creale a solid wall at the botlom. When
you fill a row of blocks, the row disap-
pears, fves vou points, and makes room
for more hlocks. You lose if blocks back
up onto all four walls at once, A worthy
sequel. One of the vear's 10 best games.

—Russ Lockwomd
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Swan:*1 for Support

Our 386SX "c't‘{"”%'.” Our 386/25
System Incredible Prices: S Stem

FREE one yvear s sns

on-site service & FSWW
Fast 42MB hard drive with
19ms access time—features

disk caching for even

Complete fswwiiel (Complete

case

Put our most popular system High-resolution (720 x 348) A high performance 386 at a
to work for you. mono monitor—Hercules stunning price.
compaltible

If reliability and value are important Too good to be true? New manufac-
i : o p ‘ "

to you, look no further. This machine, Top quality components turing technelogy and volume buy- r]
designed with dependability in mind, e : ing of high quality components make

uses 100% surface mount technology :‘.:r'lh—l;?{l}:?l S/27, UNIX it possible, The systemboard ismanu- E
and full VLSI ASIC implementation. SETER A factured using the latest in Surface 1
With all of its features and the secu- 1MB of 80ns RAM Mot Technology automation and a

rity of on-site service for just $1395, y F 1 AMB & 25" t
the Swan 3865X offers a value that PRES "'“_'I‘: i
can't be beat, 1.44MB 3.5" floppy drive

high level of chip integration. This
keeps costs low and reliability excep-
tionally high.

1 parallel, 2 serial ports

| VIDED OFTIONS 7 expansion slots S g T
3865X !n:JudE Mﬁn?w?k Video Adapeer F 386/25 InL'ILEL!E-E-EﬁH:ﬁHEmEuEm
Drive Options | Mono | 14 Flat] VGa T 1024 Enhanced 101-key Drive Options | Mono | 1 Flat| VEA [ 1024

Ming | Mong | VOA

e m_ﬂﬁf 51095 | §21495 MAGA

iz Mone | Mong | VO
v HIMB

R keyboard
fowerion |$1395 | $1445 | $1595 | 51795 '

Himibe  (S1645 |$1695 | $1845 | 52045 (i"'f“PlF“" MRy ated fomer 10 | 52045 | 52005 | 52245 | 82445
FEETIIN I ) documentabhion gares e S
{16eis) LOE 552]45 $2195 | 52345 ‘32'54_'3 s TR 525'&3 525495, 52745 H2M5



































































