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Behold
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Y WIFE IS MAD AT COMPUTERS. “Those awful
M machines,” she call: them. "How they mess up our

credit card accounts! Imagine sending a bill for 523224
every month for four months after you've paid it!"

But I'm not mad, That mixup was set-
tled after five months; and we never did
feel as computer-harassed as some Amer-
icans, notably the Kansan repeatedly re-
minded that his department store bill was
“overdue in the amount of S00.00." At last
he too managed to pacifv the computer
with & check for $00.00,

In a way, though, myv wife is right. Aftér
a vear of looking closely at computers—at
what they are doing all over the country,
what they are likely to do before long, and
what their effects are expected to be upon
uz all and upon our descendants—I must
sav that these machines are indeed awful,
in just about every sense the dictionaries
assign to that word: inspiring dread, ap- Al the consoles of such electronie
palling, objectionable; solemnly impres- wonders as this IBM 370, man achieves

ke i ' " the power o masier information on a
sive; commanding reverential fear or pro-
found respect; sublimely majestic

seale that profoundly influences the
(MR RY I!-I. H'ii'rH L Iflll"'il'ln.‘:'i. EOVEFITEeLl
In the end I found my own ways of even the arts, @ nas.
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Bringing the blessing
D‘f EdUCaTIDﬂ FFace to face with a classroom friend, six-vear-old Shelia Brum

fieled raptly works her way through an arithmetic deill at a computer terminal in MeComb,
Missizsippi, Taking turns with her clazsmates, Shelia identifies herself each day by pecking
oul her number and first name on the machine, Searching its electronic memory, the device
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