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pen Your Windows to the

Worldgroup™, Bring the World a
Click Away.

The newest, smartest generation of
online software isn't coming from
Microsoft. Or CompuServe, Or
America Online. It's coming from you
— and Galacticomm, the creator of
The Major BBS®,

It's called
Worldgroup. And

it’s a client/server Pscrmnisonn
online software i
platform that brings
the world to you,

Think of
Worldgroup as
the bridge that
links the
people and
TESOUrCes
within your
company to

the world

beyond. With the click of an icon, you
can network your entire business
world — customers, stockholders,
prospects, field staff, distributors,
vendors, the press and more —
together online!

Worldgroup. The World's Most
Powerful Client/Server Online
Platform.
By running vour own online service,
yvou have 100% control over the
content, presentation and revenue
of vour system, And Worldgroup's
client/server approach makes
it easy for anyone to use,

The client runs under
Windows on your users'
machines. Its multi-
threaded architecture lets
them do all sorts of cool
things simultaneously. Like
download files in the
background, while reading
new mail. Or auto update

new versions of applications
transparently. Local caching, “look
ahead” and client-driven intelligence
maximizes performance at 2,400 or
28,800 bps,

You can customize all the icons and
menu pages out of the box, With
Worldgroup's multimedia features,
you can have a “splash” screen with a
BMP image and a WAV or MIDI file,
graphic menu backdrops, real-time
video and more,

There's even a “launch” client/server
utility that downloads and launches
files for yvour users, such as Adobe
Acrobat files, Word documents and
PowerPoint presentations, in one easy
step — while the user is online.

You can use Visual Basic and C to
create your own custom client/server
applications (we provide source code),
Oy, just plug and play dozens of add-
on applications from our network of
Independent Software Vendors,
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World of Online

The server runs on a single 486 or
Pentium DOS machine and can
handle up to 256 users online at
once. Locks and Kevs™ security
provides airtight access control,

Full system accounting and reporting
is built in. And in addition to
client/server users, you can still
support ASCIFANSIRIP

terminals,
Worldgroup. Worldgroup
Bevond the
World-Wide
Web, . T
Worldgroup’s e g5

. client/server the s workd and the outside

interface works
just as well over the
[nternet as it does with dial-up
modems. We're talking full-fledged
interactive applications, not just
documents. In addition, ftp server and

l basic WWW server capabilities are

| also supported.

tovartdd fogetfer in o secure,
proguctive environment.

File Libraries:
Uisiers siipdy flag
the Hies they hs'
Interesied fn and
sefect Hh
doemilogd fo
Fifes can e
cwemloded in the
Backgroemd while
LTS erfag yoir
ey Services.

Hedp: Lsers will

ekl g

ihe adsantapes idymat Hecu
: "

?fﬂ::]ﬂ;wmw\ Fe Tamt iy cwrs i ol ares 8 L Dnnd wly 1R SRR E
i M.ﬁ' v e bk g b durial pas of e s pemikae ewiie v FT 8 o il

et
; i ] FrMcis Hodom
mmrﬁ’“‘_‘-’ it =1 M |5y i 2w 0 ke o MR ol
Fppertext bty bors v el i 12 o T e
areline felp af S e A T g £
U A, o ] s s o b o e

REPE o u W PTRACA okt awm o wirs coonechuly T o biler ks pF v,

Elrcrone Wsll

But it doesn't stop there. You can
make your service accessible via
maodem, serial ports, TCP/IP, Novell
LAN, ISDN and X.25 networks such as
CompuServe and SprintNet,

Worldgroup. The Best of
Both Worlds.
Worldgroup gives vou the best of
workgroup software and
commercial online services,
E-mail, group
discussion areas,
file libraries,
teleconferencing,
survevs and more are
all built-in. You can
gateway to existing
message systems via MHS
or UUCE. And that’s just the
beginning.
Worldgroup. A World of
Resources... A Phone Call Away.

As a Galacticomm customer, you'll
also receive excellent documentation

Computing

and world-class support. In every way,
we will work with vou to make your
online venture a success,

S0 open vour Windows to the
powerful, smart new Worldgroup of
online cormputing today. Call your
Calacticomm dealer or call us at 800-
J28-1128 {or
305-583-5990

outside the
You can
also send

e-miail

to sales@geommecom and access our
home page by pointing vour Weh
browser to httpSaww.geomm.com.

L.5, and
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MGALACTICOMM

Canada),
Iluw“
Online Inttra-:th'e Software
Internet
Bringing your vizsion online
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Sysops who win

S F =R B BT
e

know what 1t takes.

You've set vour goals and made the commitment to build a BBS. But hard work alone does not
guarantee a win, The best way to become a winner is to watch what the win-
ners do and tollow their example.
It doesn™t matter if you
define winning as making the
top 10, the top 20, the top fourth,

the top third, or even the top half -

Epe
'tz BrneenAT

vou'll see more winners use TBRS
than anything else. It’s casy to get lost in
technical details when selecting BBS software.

Boardwatch reader's choice BRE list copyright & 1884
L " L] Jack Rickard, All rights resarved. Reprinted by parmission,
However, if you focus on giving callers what they want, the

choice is easy — Winners run TBBS, and their callers love them for it. It win-

ning is your goal, call (303) 699-6565 for more

information and access to a demonstration system. [ | t

TBBS. The BBS people love to call. - o™

Aurora, (0 BCH1LA




l Companies who win
know what it takes.

Winning in the marketplace takes more than good ideas and hard "Creative Labs Blasts
B ; i y . To Front Competitive
Muttimedia Field "
Creative Laba®
work — it takes the right tools. Businesses who know how to win have Mantacturar of the Seund Siaster
BBS & (408) 742-6660

an instinctive ability to recognize tools which have that rare combination of
power, flexibility and reliability that make them special. Average tools
yvield average results, even in the hands of a craftsman. But a tool

that is right for the job makes a crafts-
& I “Intel Crushes
Competition In Battle For

3 A . s CPU Supremacy”
man of anyonc who learns to use it. You can IdL‘ﬂtlI}' such a tool Intal®

Froducar of Microprocsaaos and
PC Enhaneements

: i HIEH_H!!W

"."L’I'H_"I'I }."HLI continue to see it ll.NL"i.i h}.' WINners Yaar after year.,

The fact that tor 14 years, TBBS has been the choice for more industrial-strength
business BBS than any other software speaks for itself. If winning is vour

goal, call (303) 699-6565 for more information

and access to a demonstration system, SOft
TBBS. The BBS people love to run. &'

Avrara, COY R4




his
issue
marks the
100th trip we've

made to the printing house with our
little box of stuff, ever hopeful that
they will produce some reasonably
close facsimile of it in something
close to the quantity we had asked
for — another issue of Boardwatch
Magazine.

Our first issue appeared in March,
1887, It was a printed publication
mailed first class. There was no elec-
tronic version of Boardwateh avail-
able until January 1988, And in 1988
we were the ONLY print publication 1
knew of then that was also distrib-
uted online in full text version. It was
printed on an Epson MX-80 dot-
matrix printer and written on an 8
Mhz Phoenix XT computer with a
monochrome sereen and 1 MB of
RAM. It was funded with 380 of ven-
ture capital I raised by digging
around in my left pants poclet.

The first issue included a story on
the topic of TIME and how to get the
correct time from the National
Bureau of Standards at (303)499-
7111 istill in operation). It had a
story on the call-waiting feature and
how to turn it off se an incoming call
didn't botch your 300 bpa file trans-
fer. It announced a U.5. Robotics
svaop discount price of $495 on their
proprietary Courier HST 9600 bps
modem - which then carried a list
price of $985. This was considered
guch a good deal that FidoNet was
virtually taken over by U.S.
Roboties that year. We talked about
line surge protectors, a Lypesetting
service that would allow you to
transmit files to them by modem for
printout on a very high resolution
300 dpi LASER printer. We did ato-
rieg on three local bulletin boards,
the Cleveland Free-Net, the

Colorado Alliance of Research
Libraries (atill one of the best at tel-
net:/pac.carl.org), a system oper-
ated by the Society for Technical
Communications, a SoftLogic
Solutions product support BBS, a
free job-search employment BBS.
We reviewed the ADC Telephone
Modem, a 1200 bps powerhouse at a
very attractive $119, ProComm
Version 2.4.2 terminal software, We

reviewed three shareware utilities
including Svatem Enhancement
Associates ARCS1. In those days
ARC files were universal and no
one had heard of .ZIP files yet,

We also did a story on how to trick
vour 300 baud modem into doing 450
baud by entering a few kevboard com-
mands. And we did a tutorial on how
the XMODEM f{ile transfer protocol

DEMVER PC BOARDWATCTCH

NEWEBLETTER FOR DENVER AREA FELECTRINIC MALETIN BOARD BYSTEMS

Editory Jack Rickerd

Harch 1. 1787

BITS

JIHE: Need the correct time to

st your system clock? HNational
Buresau of Gtandards radio station
W maintaine a fres teloohone
time service at 499-7ill. They
announce Universal Coordinated
Time with tone sach sinute. If
vou don't want to wait a full
minute, the Naval Observatory Time
Bervice provides Unlversal Time
and Eastern Btandard Time
alternately sach five swconds wikh
tons fros the U.B. Haval
Ohaervatory saster clock. This is
the official tiss bass for the
nited States — available at

{9788 410-B4463. (#2.50 charge par
calll. Local time and tesperature
arw always availablm from TV
Channel 4°s service at B3T—4447.

# The CALL WAlTING
feature allows you to detect
incoming telesphons calls by way of
a dimcrest "click" in the sarpiece
when an incoming call is on Line.
Unfortunately, this click murders
+ile tranafers made via sodam.
Fortunately, you can disable call
waiting using emither of two
methods. In many aress you can
dimable it for the duration of a
single call by entering =70
ttoueh tone) or 1178 irotary
dial) befora the desired number.
This disables call waiting only
until the current call is
completed. For sultiple call
protection, use the CALL FORWARD
foature to forward all calls to
another numbesr. #Although this
caunes the phone to ring sharply
once, it apparently dossn’t
interrupt modes file transfers.

Copyright 1907 All rights ressrved

U ROBOTICH MONEME: US Roboticw
1% offering qualifisd BRS sysops a
discount price of 495 on its new
408 baud Courisr HET model -
normally priced at #7735,
Additionally, sysops can get a
300 discount on the cospany s
Courier 2400s, Courier 24008, and
Microlink 2480 sodels. US
Robotice can be reached via modes
at (312)7E2-00T2.

COIO00RE FLC:  Cossodors
Businesa Hachines Inc. has
announced two PC compatible HS-DO3
computers. The $799 FClE-1
Ffoatures S1ZK bytes RAM, 1 Z&H0K
disk drive and an AT] GBraphics
Bolutione video card supporting
CGA, Honochrome,; Hercules
Braphics, and Plantronics sodes.
The $119% PC10=2 adde & sacond
dimk drive and provides a full
&40K RAM. Cosmodore Dusiness
Hachines, 1208 Wilson Dr., West
Chester, PA 17380 (Z15)431-7108

LINE BURGE PROTECTDR: Curtiws
Hanufacturing Co. has announced &
#15.5%5 phone line surge probector
that plugs into a 3-prong AC
outlet. Two modular connectbors
allow line surges to shunt to AC
ground. Curtiss Hanufacturing Co.
385 Union St. Peterborough, NH
B345E. (HE3)FZA-382E.

| Tranemit texk #iles
to Intergraphics typesetting
service over toll free telephone
lines., SHSame day service -
HC/Viwa. Into (DOE)3IS8-3I342.

8 Boardwatch - September 1995




worked — virtually byvte by byte. We
aleo listed 161 electronie bulletin
boards operating in the Denver area
— each dialed up and confirmed by
yours truly,

In the interim between that issue and
this, our 100th, much has changed.
And much has remained the same.
The technology has improved
immensely. We never did really
become a magazine in the traditional
senge. Mapgazines rather became us.
Our format improved precisely as the
tools to improve became available
and operated on a personal computer,
As Windows came on the scene and
programs like Ventura Publisher,
Pagemaker, QuarkXpress, and Adobe
Photoshop became useful, we added
color, better layout, ete. Today almost
all magazines are produced this way,
We were never produced any other
way and we were alwaye anxious for
the next broken beta version of what-
ever program wag available al the
time, If we couldn't do color vet, we
didn't do eolor. Personal computer
technology has been veryv kind to
writers and publishers. And it has
made it possible for many to publish

where it was not economically feasi-
ble to do so before, If we had had to
rely on conventional graphics and
tvpesetling to produce Boardwateh,
there never would have been one.
Similarly, many many publicationa
have arisen in this new era of pub-
lishing technology, serving amall
audiences around a specific specialty,

The online technology is really quite
related. And it has matured as well.
It is now conceivable to have success-
ful electronic-only publications that
can economically serve very amall
groupa, This extends the trend
toward “micropublishing” almost infi-
nitely toward the bottom. A magazine
sueeessfully serving 300 readers is
not out of the gquestion. And again, we
have matured from ASCII plain text
characters to today's HTML/SGML
on the World Wide Web allowing
graphic images, tables, text, and a
very pleasing diaplay. In fact, T would
look for electronic mail to incorporate
HTML here very shortly, or alterna-
tively, for World Wide Web browsers
to incorporate electronic mail, Either
way, delivery of web pages by e-mail
is coming. And it is possible at thias

point for a
aingle indi-
vidual with
a PC and
maodem to
“publish®
on the In-
ternet and
reach a
global
aundience.
You ecould
probably pet
atarted for $80,

v

But in looking back, the

changes are not g0 profound in an over-
all sense. Much is the same. There ia
simply more of it. More people online.
In our first issue, we estimated 3000
calle per day in the state of Colorado to
161 bulletin hoards representing a total
caller base of about 10,000, Today, 3000
calls per day is one largish bulletin
board somewhere, There are more
graphics, more callers, more services,
and just more online. But the legal
problems, the software developments,
the aocial issues, have changed little.
The online community still needs that
“focal point for information and news of
interest to system operators and users”
we tallked about in our very first editor-
ial. We've tried to fill that bill. And
after 100 attempts, 'm not displeased
with our efforts. With regards to acen-
rately reflecting a picture of the online
industry as it is, and with regards to
pointing toward developments that will
affect its future, I can in all modesty
say thal none does it hetter than
Boardwatch. We have more writers
now, more stories, and there is a lot
more happening online. But our origi-
nal vigion of a print publication serving
an online community seems remark-
ably on target — 100 izaues later,

For the many readers who have heen
with us over the years, some loyally
from the very firat few vears, my per-
somal thanks for vour support, ideas,
and input along the way, We cele-
brate with you the flowering of a
small, ebscure hobby into the very
mainstream communications medium
you envisioned then., We watched vou
make it happen, And we endeavored
to allow the rest of the world watch
as well, With your continued support
and participation, we'd like to take a
whack at another hundred issues of
Boardwatch Magazine,

Jack Rickard
Editor Rotundus

Boardwatch - September 1995 9



= TRUE WINDOWS MULTITASEING » ON-THE FLY DATA COMPRESSION

Online WYSIWYG MULTTNODE & NETWORKE QOMPATIELE
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Excalibur is rers

the bulletin

board system lJ

taking the N | ,J J »

_ Sl EITOr-COMEct- : '
- wiarld by ing modems, ;
:: stomr, Tt was the first: system of its kind tomn entirely As for expandability, Excalibur offers true Plug'N Play :.
- under Windows" and continues to set the standard of ibilities, Imagine doors that are hath hassle free and easy =
-r measure, Because Excalibur is built around an accelerated i use. By using Excalibur's Applicarion Programming
:.'_' bi-directional protocol, users can upload and download hiterface (AP, third party developers have created 5;
.' files, chat with other users, and compose messages ... afl everything from Internet gateways and databases 1o F'
= el the same time! Uilizing our propriciary shopping malls and interactive games, 2|
7 graphical interface, users are able to desizn The possibilities are endless. Modem into _—_
j their own menos and screens incorporating Excalibur HQ/USA at 918.496.8113 or .
._.f object orented graphics, bitmapped call 800, EXCAL.BBS (8(K).392,252). _!
< graphics, and TrueType fonts. This In Canada, modem into Excalibur HOY _'
5 means no two Excalibur based sysiems Canada at 905,508, 8872, Find out =
i:_ are the same! Advanced error correction what users worldwide are heralding as 3
g and data compression offer reliability and “the next generation in BRS software!, B

excalibur

COMMUNICATIONS INC

» [-ROIM

EXCALIBUR COMMUNICATIONS, INCORPORATED = 4410 EAST 80TH PLACE = TULSA, OKLAHOMA 74136 « 200303 D897« Q1K JHE GRD



Your Modem
Without The

32-bit Power Of

QmodemPro

For Windows 95

You're & speed freak, right? You bought
- the Pentinm and 28.8 moden, and you
=9 st upgraded to Windows® 55 to take full
| advantage of vour nmnputal‘& 32-bit
architecture, So why are you- -.mingﬂld
16-bit communication software that
chokes the per?wniﬁmﬂf W'hﬂ,qm 95%
Get on-line fast with the 32-hit POWER
in andbﬂﬁd tbr'iﬁfimdm 85 v2, 1t's
the firet communication software that delivers all
the features and perfnrmance Foll neai‘b:- get‘tha maost from the
new 32-bit, Windows platform. And since you demand performance,
you'll llke the fact that Qmi ro's communication and Internet
capabilities go way bs:mﬁ tiag shandard terminal software included
with Windows 95, 5o whether you're connected ta the office, compa-
ny mainframe or Bﬁgfﬂ?ﬁd&zﬂiﬁhuﬁpaf&r you'll get the powerful,
: 3ﬂ~h1t uanlmvlng:r in QmodemP ,"“‘ sahsi} your *need for speed.”

,fsoo 807-2874

Available at Software Etc,, Babbages, Computer
City, CompUSA, Electronics Bou ue, Egghead
and other software outlets for $129 or less.
Registered Omodem/OmodemPro customers
call for upgrade pricing,

onnecting The World

e Mustang Software, Inc, = 6200 Lake Ming Read = Bakersfiald, CA 82308
Voloa B05-B73-2500 = Fax BOG-873-2599 « BES B0S-873
Internet Wit/ A musstang.com

Exciting New Features Include :
* A Phone Book that uses Explorer style menus and buttons, ‘Mt,h

display options including Large Teon, Small leon, Liatand
Detail styles.

OLE 2.0 support o you can drag & drop files, phone book

entries and text to and from other Windows applications qumkl!r
and eagily.
45 Terminal emulations, including ANST, VT100 and IBM E‘ZTU

to get you on-line quickly while the programmable keyhoard
will satisfy the needs of any svstem administrator, .
A programmable tool bar with up to 50 daﬁaram pmgram :
lunction icons, i
A graphical file viewer that lets you display files in {xll" BMP
and JPEG formats with zoom, even while dnwﬁluadmg, :
Fully multi-threaded pmtﬂmis ﬂmt kaa; gamg-m when your
PC is very busy,

Transfer files with 10 high ﬁ}mﬂd \pmm:ﬂﬁ mdﬂtlmg Emodem
and CompuServe B+,

TAPI support for shmmgmmmmtwm ﬂem:ai between
multiple applications.

MAPI sup rtﬁrtrmaafénmgtexr images Hndhlestn major
mlﬁ applications including Emhangie, Migrnzofi Mail, and
eeiMail,

Telnet support with MD5* sacure passwords for 1 nternet access
o your favorite sies, .

* RS Duta Securits, Inc. MDS Moksage-Digust Maurih‘.‘rm :
C RN Mstnang Ao, Trr AT anmis mtwiw,ﬂrbdlb.df Pl mmlu




Need expert BBS help?™

¢ Unmatched Experience

We are a full-service, professional company that specializes in
telecommunications hardware and software, Bulletin Board Systems and
related applications. For over twelve years, we've been seting up bulletin
boards for customers world-wide. Qur experience is proven by the awards
our 64-line BBS has won over the past twelve years, including winning
13th place in the Boardwatch Top 100 contest! We know what it takes to
run a successful BBS, and we can share our experience with you!

v Turnkey Solutions

In addition to selling the software and hardware components
necessary to let you put your own system online, we have the ability to
provide our customers with total turn-key systems. We have several
programmers available to transform your ideas into realities quickly and
at very reasonable rates.

v The 85 Difference

Because we are a "VAR" (Value Added Reseller), we offer service
before and after the sale.  Here's an example: What happens if vour
DigiBoard has a problem after you've bought it? If you buy it for five
dollars less, you have to ship it back to the repair center to get it fixed.
Buy it from us, and for the first year you own your board, if you experience
a problem, we will send a replacement one out to you, overnight, at no
charge.

It's that added value that makes the difference, Not the five dollar
price war that these "one-man” shops are running. We are able to provide
you with a truly economical solution to your needs, without sacrificing
quality, Call us, Just tallking to us on the phone, you'll hear the difference.

¢ Our Services:

O BBS Software Sales 0O Application Generation

0O  On-site Installation O  Training and Support

0O Configuration Assistance A Professional Consulting

0 Custom Programming 0 ISDN Installation and Support
1 Remote BBS Support 00 Intemet Connectivity for BBS
0

BES “Service Bureau™ and Local Area Metworks

We're on the Internet! Telnet or fip 1o "index.com®

See you at ONE BBSCon!
Booth #'s 211 & 310

MWGALACTICOMM

WorldGroup B-user ........ $400.00
WorldGroup 20-user ...... 785,00
User Six-Packs.............. 5190,00

We carryall Galacticomm Products!

1@1Board

We earry all Digi Products! Call!

PCA w6550 .......0oe0. $290,00
PO i o asiihaies SUS TN
PCIACable ... 33500
PC/ wi16550' .....cvvee, $450.00
PCIBE oviiitin e S 4T 300
PCBE coiivimiarnissnsians B S UG
POBCADIE Lo 565.00
PTG w6550 ............ B8T75.00
PCi1%8 e .$9'IIIIII'
L . 51175.00

RI45 to D!‘iis cahlrs ffur PC/1G)
4 foot cables ... €2 §12.00
Mew! B foot cables ... ea 515,00

DURAND € ".l'r"l'lﬂl.,l.lm. ATIONS NETWORK
ONLINE SOLUTIONS

We sell DICN/MindWire Producrs!

Soft

TBBS 2.3M[ 4] ....occ0cer, 175,00
TRES 2IMLEE] oo $540,00
TOBS LIML 4] oo, $275.00
TOBS | IMEIE] sovvnivennss SH20.00

R e §75.00
8 g e SR R 575.00
InterChange 1.1,

UltraChat 1.0 ... .::M-ﬁﬁ.m
TIGER (FI!'-{POM} . $250.00
TIxS 1.1.. .illﬁ.ﬂﬂ

(FLAME I.|1|:Iu|.'.'nd.W||h Fl!-'IS i]

BananaCom
Custom

Cugrom softwars woi con plve

a0 cdtreac wrers fe your BAS,

Call far free sample copy and =2
rmuction Fro i, or call owr

BAE and dewalad I

BananaCom Custom

Standard Custom ....,...... $195.00
Programming Option ... $140,00
Professional Option ....... $290,00
Ultimate Custom .,.......... S695.00
Call for More Information

Call To Order! 404-924-8667

Olpen Marday thru Friday 10a to p, Saturday 10a - Ip

Furchln_j

C.0.D.
Crdars

Prices valld wniil 130095 -- Same restrictions apply,

The INDEX System™

6030 E. Alabama Road, Suite 114
Woodstock, Georgia 30188

(404) 924-8667 voice
(404) 924-8472 BBS

Browse our Web Page:

www.index.com

Fnunﬂm Mambae

<AOP

lu-u—un-hnu—u—



In addition to his
weekly syrdicated
radia call-in show,

‘Soltware/Hardtalk,"
syndicated newspapes
columns, magazine
writing for Maclizer,
PC: Computing,

DEC Professional,
Inforrmation Technalogy,
and his featurad
“Insicle Track” column
In PC Magazine,
Dvaorak is the author
of several best-salling
books including
Dvorak's insive

Track to D05

& PC Perfarmanca,
Dvarak's Guide fo PC
Telecommunications,
and Dvarak's naide
Track fa tha Mac.

"= DVORAK ONLINE ...

- »*' FREE INFORMATION AND THE SUPEHHIGHWAY

R&t‘em incidents:

" 1) I'm listening to this radio host doing

\"I his computer show, He says that there's a

new service on the Web but they'll be charg-

ing a fee, He starts a rant: “Who is going to go

te use this service when there is so much good
atuff on the web that's free!"

2) I'm asked to write something for a large publish-
er's web page. *Can vou do a kind of mini-Inside
Track? You know like that column vou de in PO
Magazine? | then ask: “What are you going to pay
for this?" He says, “Oh, we don't have anything bud-
geted, I was hoping you'd do it for exposure. That's
what the others are doing.”

3) Quote secn online: “Why would 1 want to write for
a computer magazine and get paid when 1 can put all
my stuff up on the web for free!”

The last fellow was joking, I hope. The point is that
the adage: “You get what you pay for® has some his-
tarical and practical meaning. [ don’t deny that there
are plenty of eool freebies and tons of public domain
lext available on the net and the web. But while
broadeast TV is free (and there are plenty of movies
and lots of free information being broadeast 24 hours
a day), the fact is people still buy books, newspapers,
magazines and go to the video store.

Web advocates will immediately make the following
McLuhan-esque comment: the only reason that
books, magazines, newspapers and video tape stores
stay alive is because TV is a linear medium Lhat the
user cannot control, The Internet/Web axis is totally
controllable. Tt's as if TV were random access within
the time continoum. Imagine taking the TV Guide
and punching in a code for last Saturday night’s
movie. You elick on a mouse button and bingo you
are walching last Saturday night's movie. Whao
would need a VCR if you could do that?! Take it a
step further and imagine all the TV ever done since
18946 available in the same way. Then add all the
movies and whatever else you want into the pot. In
some sense this is what is happening with the
Internet/Web: random access to history!

When | imagine the potential for what [ like to call
TOTAL TELEVISION — the complete interactive
TV system where users could call up any program
from any time — I imagine a world where we'd do
nothing but watch TV, This power to watch every
Dobie Gillis Show ever made in a sell-designed
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marathon is too compelling to avoid taking advan-
tage of it isick thought though that may bel, This
has happened to some extent on the Web, as self-
deseribed Web Heads spend hours on end surfing the
Web looking for something nifty to read about or look
at. But when they astep back and aee the benefits of
the experience they discover it's not much different
than watching 5 years of Dobie Qillis shows, [ts a
waste of time. Cleaning oul vour closet is a belter
thing to do!

OK, now back to the “You get what you pay for”
notion. The TOTAL TELEVISION concept has an
aspect that ean't be ignored. No matter how far back
you go there iz a pervading shallowness to the infor-
mation content found on this free medium.
Sometimes the entertainment value is high, but the
information content ig alwaya low and shallow. We
all cringe when a dumb friend or relative (we all have
a few! makes the comment, “T saw it on TV or even,
“I read it in the newspaper!” as some sort of
irrefutable appeal to anthority, Both sources are
shallow, misleading and inaceurate much of the time,

Yes, | add newspapers to this complaint. If the com-
puter revolution has done nothing else, it's shown us
how shoddy the overall quality of newspaper report-
ing is. We conelude thie afler reading our various
local newspapers and finding a host of technical
errors, naivete, oversighta and simplification regard-
ing the reporting of high technology issues, You must
logically conclude that ALL reporting ia this faulty
since evervthing is based on the same journalistic
precepts. These precepts, which generally never
worked well, assume that you don't have to know
squat about something to report on it, ¥ou just have
to ask the right questions. Exactly how you ean
accomplish this “right” questions aspect without
expertise mystifies me.

The point is that the newspapers have svstematical-
ly failed us too and have provided nothing more than
background for the shallow TV reports. We are see-
ing more proof that the “vou get whatl vou pay for”
axiom ia true. Real information costs money, no
matter what the propagandists would like to argue,
Sure, there is the occasional free source such as Jim
Warren's GovAccess, but this is information with an
agenda (albeit the apenda is well-meaning), Still, it
is anything but objective.

I could begin to belabor this point, but all 1 want to
say is that it's incredibly naive to think that good
information — accurate information with depth —
will ever he congistently free, Information is a
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weapon, like it or not. The last free
weapons were 4 rock and a stick, This
weapon called information is used by
individuals to get an edge on the com-
petition and is used by povernmenls Lo
control the public and win battles.
Information iz alwayvs worth money if
it'a good information. It's worth even
more if il 18 not penerally available, It
reaches its maximum value when it's
actually seeret information,

While some sociologists worry that the
world is going to be divided into the
information haves and the information
have-nots, they ignore the fact that the
world has alwava been divided up this

DVORAK’S RECIPE NOOK

way, The WWW won't help and access
o it by the perceived information have-
nots will do nothing more than fool
them inte believing they've been
empowerad when they haven'l,

Butl a world that is divided into the
information haves and the information
think-they-haves is & lot safer world
than a have'have-not world, So who is
complaining? The important thing is to
make sure YOLU know the difference.
Cme way Lo tell: if it's free information,
it’s probably NOT what vou really want
and probably nol valuable.#
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SALSA —
NOTHINGTO IT

Imlppnsﬂ that you could malke your
own kelehup and mayonnaise fresh
as needed, but when the kids wanl a
guick sandwich it's

unlikely vou wanl Lo Fo
through the trouble of
making fresh mayo! Tt's
a personal decision
regarding how far you
want to go to make
your own eondiments.

(dne that probably
should be on the list is
salsa. Salsa, which

according to some food
sources is the number
one condiment in the
country, is much hetter
freah and effortlesa to
make. Check the ingre-
diente on your favorite
prepared salsa and just
copy them, Experiment
with different chilies too.

Here's a typical recipe:

One or two tomatoes

Two jalapeno poppers

Two tomatilles (husk removed of course)
Half an onion

1/4 cup cilantro

1/4 cup wine vinegar or lime juice

salt, pepper to taste

Coarse grind in a blender,
serve in a bowl,

\\:ilIiii|iiiiliililiiiiii.ii-iiiiiililliilj

Virtually every ingredient in this
recipe can be varied. If you look at the
oddball galsa found in today’s recipe
books vou find a huge variety of weird
galea, The Sept. 1994 Sunsef (p. 124)
exemplifies this trend towards screwy
salaa with Tropical Frait
Salea which uses
pineapple, papaya
mango and bell pep-
perg; Watermelon
Salsa which is a combi-
nation of watermelon,
jicama, jalapenos,
cilantro and lime juice.
Do you see what we're
getting at here?
Basically it's making a
ground-up cold sauce
from just aboutl any
combination of things
you want. The concept
is easy and variety is
Lhe ley, The idea that
there is one perfect
salsa or that it can be
bottled is ludicrous.

Experiment.

Finally, is there a reader who can
eall some of the BBSs in Argentina
and Nicaragua to get me a variety of
recipes for Chimichurra sauce — a
condiment used over grilled meat.
S5end them to e-malil://dvorak
@acl.com and I'll print the best
ones with thanks. This is one tough
recipe Lo Tind in the literature and
I've noticed a horrible shortage of
enokbooks that related to South
American cuising, #
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